Tillandsia capitata Grisebach, Cat. Pl. Cub. 255. 1866.

Tillandsia tephrophylla Harms, Notizbl. Bot. Gart. Berlin 10: 800. 1929. Type. Vinales, Sierra de Vinales, Pillar del Rio, Cuba, Ekman 16693 (B, S), 13 Jun 1923.

Desc from S&D p1001-3

Plant stemless, 2-5 dm high. 

Leaves densely rosulate, curved, equaling or exceeding the inflorescence when extended, densely and coarsely pale-appressed-lepidote throughout; 

Sheaths broadly ovate or elliptic, to 9 cm long, ferruginous; 

Blades narrowly triangu​lar,  attenuate, 1-3 cm wide at the base, involute-subulate toward the apex. 

Scape erect or ascending, 6 mm in diameter; 

Scape-bracts densely imbricate, foliaceous, their blades exceeding the inflorescence or spreading to reflexed, the upper ones subinvolucrate below the inflorescence, usually tinged with red. 

Inflorescence depauperate-compound or pseudo-simple and polystichous-flowered, densely capitate, ellipsoid, 4-7 cm long; 

Primary bracts like the upper scape-bracts but with very short blades, much exceeding the axillary spikes; 

Spikes sessile, ovate, densely 1-5-flowered with 1 or 2 sterile bracts at the base, complanate. 

Floral bracts ovate, acute, to 35 mm long, equaling the sepals, carinate, chartaceous, lepidote at least toward the apex; 

Flowers subsessile. 

Sepals lance-oblong, acute, glabrous or nearly so, membranaceous, carinate and short-connate posteriorly; Petals tubular-erect, nar​row, 35-50 mm long, blue; 

Stamens exserted. 

Capsule slenderly cylindric, acute, 27 mm long.

Type. Wright 3274 (holotype GOET, isotype GH), [Sierra] San Andres, Oriente, Cuba. 1860-61.

DISTRIBUTION. Epiphytic or more often saxicolous, 800-1000 m alt, Mexico, Cuba, Republica Dominicana. 

MEXICO. SONORA: Alamos, 18 Mar 1910, Rose, Standley & Russell 13062 (US). JALISCO: Guadalajara, 25 Jull 1892, Pringle 5334 e p (US); 20 Jun 1938, Foster 1171 (GH). VERA CRUZ: Jalapa, Aug 1901, Rose & Hay 309 (US). GUERRERO: Chilpancingo, 15 Jull 1934, Foster 1165 (GH); 25 Jun 1935, Clark 7218 (MO); 16 Aug 1947, Webster, Rowell & Barkley 17-M-847 (F); Acapulco, Atkinson 26 (GH). OAXACA: Cerro Concordia, 17 Apr 1933, Morton & Makrinius 2726 (US). CUBA. PINAR DEL RIO: La Guira, Sumidero, 17 Aug 1912, Shafer 13753 (NY, US); 8 Jun 1938, Carabia 60 (LS); Sierra Caliente, Sumidero, 16 Jun 1938, Carabia 52 (LS). LAS VILLAS: Naranjal, Sierra Trinidad, 28 Jul 1936, L. B. Smith, Hodgdon & Gonzales 3231 (GH, US). REPUBLICA DOMINICANA. El Penon, Higuey to El Seibo, Ju11964, Ariza Julia s n (US); 28 Sep 1969, Liogier 16163 (NY, US).

Tillandsia capitata var guzmanioides L. B. Smith now treated as T. lautneri.

Tillandaia tephrophylla. Harms, Notizbl. Bot. Gart.Berlin 10: 800-1. 1929

 Folia dense rosu​lata, e vagina latiuscula lineari-lanceolata, sensim longissime anguste caudato-acuminata, densissime adpresse albido- vel cinereo-lepidota, ad 40-45 cm longa; scapus crassiusculus, anaphyllis vaginiformibus ca involutus, validiusculus, vaginae scapales e basi lata amplexi​cauli longissime anguste caudato-acuminatae, inferiores 20-30 cm longae, superiores decrescentes in bracteas inflorescentiae primarias transeuntes; panicula anguste strobiliformis 6-10 cm longa, pauci​flora, bracteae densae apice ca comosae, ovato-lanceolatae vel ovatae, longius vel superiores breviores brevius caudatae, dense albido- vel cinereo-lepidotae, spicas plane celantes, 13-10 cm longae; spicae brevissimae, 1-2-florae, circ. 3 cm longae, bracteolae 2 inferiores steriles, superiores florigerae, late lanceolatae vel ovato-lance olatae, naviculares, superne carinulatae, acutae, 2-2,5 cm longae; pedicellus brevissimus crassus; sepala rigidiuscula, circ. 2 cm longa, obtusius​cula (?); petala fere aeque longa; ovarium profunde triangulatum.

Translation

Leaves a dense rosette, from a moderately wide linear lanceolate sheath, gradually becoming very long and narrow with an acuminate tip, very densely appressed white to grey lepidote, to 40 –45 cm long.

Scape moderately thick, 

Scape bracts sheath more or less involute, moderately strong, sheaths enclose the scape at the base, then a much longer narrow acuminate tail, the lower ones 20-30cm long, the upper ones decreasing and becoming primary bracts

Inflorescence a narrow cone shaped panicle, 6-10cm long, few flowered

Primary bracts dense with a more or less tufted tip, ovate-lanceolate or ovate ( sheath) with a long tail which gets shorter higher up the inflorescence, dense white or grey lepidote, hiding the flat spikes, 13-10cm long.

Spikes very short, 1 to 2 flowered, ca. 3cm long.

Bracts 2 lower bracts sterile, upper ones flowering, broad-lanceolate to ovate-lanceolate, boat shaped, keeled above, acute, 2-2.5cm long, very short thick pedicel.

Sepals moderately rigid, to 2cm long, moderately obtuse (?).

Petals almost as long.

Ovary clearly triangular

Cuba: Prov. Pinar del Rio, Sierra de Vinales, prope oppidum Vinales, in praeruptis frequens, in regione “Mogotes” (13. Juni 1923 -- Ekman n. 16693).

These properties, through the conspicuous  ash grey color of its long-tailed leaves and the dense capitate narrow short panicle link it to Tillandsia capitata Griseb  ( Mez. Monogr. 830 n. 193; Cuba) but differs much by virtue of its more rugged leaves and thicker, longer scape. 

Tillandsia capitata Griseb. Cat. Cub. 255  in Baker 1889 No. 308

Leaves about a dozen in a dense rosette, lanceolate-acuminate from an ovate base an inch (2.5cm) broad, 5-6 in.(13-15cm) long, ½  in.(1.2cm) broad at the middle, subcoriaceous, thinly persistently lepidote on both surfaces.

Peduncle shorter than the leaves; 

bract-leaves crowded, with large free lanceolate recurved tips.

Inflorescence a dense oblong multifarious capitulum 1 ½  in.( 3.7cm) long; 

bracts ovate -acuminate, firm in texture, lepidote, the lower 2-3 in.(5-7.5cm) long. 

Calyx  ½  in.(1.2cm) long; sepals obtuse. 

Petals not seen. 

Capsule above an inch (2.5cm) long.

Habitat Cuba, Wright 3264!
Tillandsia capitata Griseb. Cat. Cub. (1866) 255  from Mez 1935 Note expanded from Baker because two collections referred to

Plant to 14cm high, small

Leaves few, not at all bulbose rosulate, to 13cm long, above sheath to12mm wide, more or less subulate gradually narrowing toward the tip, very densely large grey tomentose lepidote totally gleaming silver.

Scape slender, erect, equalling the lax rosulate leaves, recurved.

Inflorescence very dense capitate corymb, bipinnate panicle, almost equalling the leaves, composed of very short branches, to 40mm long and wide.

Primary bracts covering the base of the inflorescence cyathium, producing a thick subulate blade from a broad oval base, dense lepidote white tomentose, axillay branches with flowers clearly exceeding.

Spikes fan shaped, 2 flowered, very short.

Floral bracts membranaceous, lepidote toward the tip, keeled folded upon itself, ovate, almost acute, equalling the sepals.

Flowers erect, blue-white, others not known because in fruit.

Sepals anterior free, posterior pair connate to 3mm, membranaceous, glabrous, minute prominent veins, subcarinate, slightly acute, ovate elliptic

 Cuba (Wright n. 3274, Ekman. n.16188) 

Tillandsia capitata var domingensis Rauh & Ariza Julia Not published but see J Brom Soc 33(4): 170. 1983

One of the most attractive tillandsias of the Dominican Republic is Tillandsia capitata, known only from one locality, the limestone rock called El Penon, between Higuey and El Seibo in the southeastern part of the island. It differs in so many characters from the type that it should be described as a separate variety, T. capitata var. domingensis nov. var. Rauh et Ariza Julia, Fig. 19. The plant is not stemless, but forms long stems and produces many offsets, so that it forms dense mats and big clusters. All rosette leaves, including the 3-4 cm long sheaths, are of a dark wine-red color, which does not fade in the winter in Europe; the inflorescence is shorter than the rosette leaves, is depauperate-compound or often pseudosimple and very short-ellipsoid, with few flowers.

From Moscosa 4: 54-104. 1986 Zanoni. Mejia, and Read

TILLANDSIA CAPITATA Grisebach, Cat, Pl. Cub. 255. Tipo: Cuba: "San Andres in

Cuba oriental", C. Wright 3274 (Holotipo: GOET; Isotipos: GH, NY).

T. capitata var. domingensis Rauh & Ariza Julia in Rauh, J. Bromel Soc. 33.170.

1983. Tipo: Republica Dominicana: (no citado). Nomen no validum.

Plantas creciendo sobre roca caliza. Las hojas y bracteas de la inflorescencia color vino, y sepalos rojo oscuro; corola azul-purpura claro. Ariza Julia (1969) reporto por primera vez esta especie en la Espaniola. Rauh (1983a & b) describio una variedad nueva, Tillandsia capitata var. domingensis Rauh & Ariza Julia basada en las plantas de la Republica Dominicana. Nos parece que esta especie es tan variable que las plantas dominicanas no merecen una variedad propia. Ramos (1977) reporto sobre T. capitata. las plantas de color vino son comunes en la especie en Mexico y sus fotografias indican la forma del crecimiento y habito muy parecido a las plantas de la Republica Dominicana.

Distribucion: H: no reporte. RD: LH, LC. Solamente conocida en dos sitios, unos

farallones calcareos, completamente expuesto al sol (esta condicion posiblemente explica el porque la planta entera tiene el color rojo-vino, ya que varias especies de Bromeliaceae son normalmente verdes y se tornan rojas cuando crecen expuestas al sol), elev. casi al nivel de mar 550 m. (fig. 3).

Ejemplares examinados:

ESPANOLA: Ariza-Julia en jul. 1964 (US); Ariza-Julia en 13 oct. 1967 (US; de una planta cultivada, originalmente silvestrc); Jiminez & Marcano 4814 (UCMM); Liogier 16163 (GH, NY, US, de plantas en cultivo en el patio de Ariza-Julia, originalmente silvestres): Zanoni & Mejia 17357 (JBSD): Zanoni, Mejia & Pimentel 18950-X (JBSD), 36177 (JBSD).

Translated by Butcher

Plant growing on calcareous rock. The leaves and bracts of the inflorescence wine colour, and dark red sepals; corolla clear blue-purple. Ariza Julia (1969) reported this species for the first time in Hispaniola. Rauh (1983a & b) described it as a new variety, Tillandsia capitata var. domingensis Rauh & Ariza Julia based on the plants of the Republic Of the Dominican Republic. We find that this species is so variable that the plants of the Dominican Republic does not deserve their own variety. Ramos (1977) reported on T. capitata, the wine coloured plants are common in the species in Mexico and their photos indicate the form of the growth and habit very similar to the plants of the Dominican Republic. 

Distribution: H: not reported. RD: LH, LC. only well-known in two places, on calcareous highlands, totally exposed to the sun (this condition possibly explains the reason the whole plant becomes a wine-red colour, because several species of Bromeliaceae are usually green and become red when they grow exposed to the sun), elev. almost at the sea level 550 m. (fig. 3).

